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COAL SEAM GAS — EXPLORATION ACTIVITIES 

276. Hon ALISON XAMON to the Minister for Mines and Petroleum: 
I refer to question on notice 3684. 

(1) What legal requirement, if any, is there for proponents to notify the Department of Mines and 
Petroleum of any hydraulic fracturing activities that they intend to conduct before they do it? 

(2) Which other government agencies or ministers, if any, are proponents required to notify or seek 
approval from before conducting hydraulic fracturing? 

(3) In notifying and/or seeking approval from any government agency of their intention to hydraulically 
fracture, what details about the proposed activity must the proponent provide to the agency and where is 
this information made publicly available? 

Hon NORMAN MOORE replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question. 

(1) Proponents intending to perform hydraulic fracturing would need to include this in their proposed 
drilling program, which would be submitted to the Department of Mines and Petroleum, to fulfil 
requirements under the Petroleum and Geothermal Energy Resources Act 1967. Note that at this stage 
hydraulic fracturing is uncommon in Western Australia, with only a maximum of one or two deep 
fracturing programs occurring a year. In 2010, only one deep fracturing program occurred in Western 
Australia. Hydraulic fracturing in Western Australia is undertaken at significantly greater depths than in 
Queensland and in the United States. Target zones are typically separated from aquifers by more than 
2 000 metres. In other parts of the world, target zones can occur coincident with or near to an aquifer. 
For any proposed drilling program, DMP determines whether additional conditions need to be applied, 
including sampling and diagnosis of an aquifer. 

(2) DMP has an agreement with the Environmental Protection Authority that if activities take place in an 
environmentally sensitive area, the matter will be referred to the EPA. The EPA may subsequently 
determine whether a public environmental review is warranted. 

(3) Full details of drilling programs, including chemicals to be used, must be provided to DMP. If the 
matter is referred to the EPA, it is up to the EPA to determine any additional information that it may 
require. This information would not usually be made public, unless the level of assessment set is a 
public environmental review. 

 


